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THE ROLE OF THE PEOPLE'S POLICE

TN EAST GERMANY'S REMILITARIZATION

The following article was originall entitled nyorbereitung der
Revolution" (Preparations for Revolution) j

T

f Eest GCermany is engaged in remilitarization of & dual nature. One aspect
concerns a future East-West conflict. The other is the preparation for antici-
pated political developments inside Germany. '

The f£{rst-mentioned -type of remilitarization has two phases: development
of & suitable defense industry to supplement the’ requirements oF the Red Army:
and preparation of strategic bases for use in case of war, as well as adjust-
ment to the Soviet system of certaln German {nstallations which would bé essen-

tial in war.

Development of a defense industry inecludes expansion of uranium mining and
institution of certain organizational messures in the (Leuna) chemical industry,
as well as in the fields of optics, electrotechnics, and precision mechanics. It
also takes into consideration completion of the experimental station in Peenemu-
ende, where under the direction of Professor Svobotov (USsR) 24 Soviet and Ger-
man sclentists, including the German cocket speciallst, Dr Richter, are engaged
in the further development of German V-weapons. Construction of submarine bases,
at least in Stettin, is also included in this program.

Preparations for strategic bases will include the immedlate repalr and con-
struction of numerous airfields. Runways for Jet-propelled aircraft are being
constructed in many locations, particularly in Zerbst, vhere large USSR Jet air-
craft units are already stationed. The airfields for night fighters in Waren and
Wustrow are being enlarged. Construction of 26_ new airfields is planned. Take-
off bases for V-1 rockets will be jnstalled in Peenemuende,.and the Island of
Ruegen is being turned into. & Soviet stronghold, with y-launching platforms and
submarine pens. Navy installations are in process of construction at various
points along the Baltic coast. In connection with the organizational unifica-
tion of certain German institutions, the network of German map organizations is
being Joined to that of the USSR. Other unification measures are in progress.
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on the whole, the status of this type of defense is generally overestimated
in the West. Preparations for an East-West conflict made thus far in Scviet Zone
Germany can hardly be called of great significance. However, developments are
taking a course which must be closely watched.

The article then presents the following discussion of various
aspecis of the People's Police._,

Soviet Zone Germany's police system is composed of three branches: The
People's Police, the State Security Service, and the People's Police Troops.

The People's Police consists of the administrative police {approximately

30,000 men), the regular police approximately 50,000 men), and ihe criminal
poiice (approximately 20,000 men), as well as sections of the coastal police.
These divisions, which are strongiy orgenized politically, perform the regular

police functions in Soviet Zone Germnay.

The State Security Service, which resembles the MVD, is an offfhoot of the
K-S Section of the criminal police, which used to perform the functions of the
political police. It was authorized to order arrests independent of the courts
and in certain matters was under the direct supervision of the Soviet Military
Administration. After the establishment of the Ministry for State Security the
section was withdrawn from the administration of the criminal police.

A school for agents has been established in Helle under the direction of
Major Nostikov (USSR) and the German General von Witzleben. Adalbert Baeumler,
the German counterespionage specialist, and Chanov, & specialist from the Soviet
Ministry for State Security, play & leading part in the development of the State

Security Police.

All formations of the industrial, railroed, and alert police, as well as
sections of the coastal police, are members of the People's Police Troops (volk-
struppenpolizei). They are stationed in barracks and may be considered the nu-
cleus of a new army.

The present stxength of the People's Police [ hereafter, it is assumed that
all three branches are referred to__7 is 150,000. Officially under the Jurisdic-
tion of Dr Stelnhoff, Minister of Interior, the organization is actually respon-
sible to Herr Ulbricht, Deputy Minister President. Most of the formations of
the People's Police are camoullaged &s police iraining schocle; the halance con-
sists of "Bereitschaften," or alert units. There are at least 149 police schools
and alert units: 49 in Brandenburg, 31 in Sachsen-Anhalt, 25 in Sachsen, 17 in
Thueringen, 25 in Mecklenburg, and 2 in East Berlin. The units vary in strength

between 800 and 1,200 men.

Approximately 1,000 officers each will be trained in the following schools:
Rostock (infantry), Gloewen (artillery}, Kuechensee (special tasks), and Koch-
stedt (steff officers). Kochstedt and Perleberg are conducting special courses
for the theoretical training of fliers.

The officers' training course in Gloewen, which is nearing completion, was
under the direction of Inspector Thelov, who commanded the 1lth International
Brigade in the Spanish Civil War.

About 30 German guns (LFX-18 light field cannon and SFK-18 heavy field
cannon, antitank artillery, and infantry guns) vere supplied for training. The
training is similar to that in the German Armed Forces, and the old service reg-
ulastions are still in use. Intensive political training by Soviet officers in
People's Police uniforms hes been added.

New groups of officers are recruited from all classes, and membership in
the SED is no longer required. Preference is given to former Soviet prisoners
of war, particularly those with the rank of officer, who have completed retrain-
ipg in the USSR. Former German soldiers who served as prisoners of war in
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western countries are generally turned down. Young men of "bourgeois" back-
ground, who have no opportunity to pursue higher studies, frequently apply for
officers' training. The key positions are staffed with either Communists or
former Germen officers who have undergone retraining in the USSR. High-ranking
officers genmerally have two deputies, one of whom is a commissar.

All former Germen officers and specially trained military personnel in
Soviet Zone Germany have been registered.

Recruiting for the People's Police is on & voluntary besis. High wages

(300 German marks) and adequate maintenance are great inducements. Recruiting
campaigns are also conducted. Occasionally, indirect pressure is brought to
bear. (A highly classified circular letter dated 22 November 194G and signed
by the Land Chairman of the Free German Trade Union [ FDGB_/ for Sachsen-Anhalt
indicates that the trade union functionaries were ordered to screen members in
the 18 - 25 age groups for fitness, and, when opportune, to "suggest" to them
enlistment in the People's Police.)

Western press reports on the erming of the People's Police have freguently
been exaggerated. It is true that all units of this force are supplied with
pistols, carbines, machine guns, and automatic rifles, and to some extent with
light and heavy mortars. Most of the units, however, are only partly equipped.
Frequently only 200 to 40O carbines are available per 1,000 men. None of the
units are fully equipped with artillery or armored vehicles. However, some
tanks (presumebly T-3% and Stalin tanks ) and German artillery have been allotted
to certain treining schools.' The Grossenhain police school, which specializes
in tank training, has about 30 tanks. Weapons from old German army depots are
used as standard equipment, although the trainees are familiarized with USSR
special arms. There is no actual fight training.

Measured by militery standards, the People's Police has not yet attained
any appreciable significance. Only 30-40 percent of the force can be considered
somewhat reliable st this time, but East German high officials are convinced
that the degree of dependability will improve with the intensification of po-
litical training.
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